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Who’s Who: rEgional rEsourcEs

While the acreage of biotech crops around the world expands rapidly year after 
year, the European Union (EU) is still in a political stalemate when it comes to 
making decisions on plant biotechnology. However, an important breakthrough was 
achieved in 2010, seemingly bringing hope for further steps forward in the future.

In March 2010 the European Commission approved the 

commercial cultivation of the Amflora potato, a biotech 

starch potato for industrial use. This is only the second 

biotech crop to be commercialised in the EU, 13 years after 

the authorisation of the insect-resistant Bt maize MON810. 

The remaining approvals in 2010 concerned biotech 

import products, all of them being either stacked events 

or renewals. The EU is a major importer of biotech feed 

and imports over 30 million tons of soy per year.

The appointment of John Dalli as the new European 

Commissioner for Health and Consumer Policy brought 

hopes that the EU would become more united in its 

biotech policy, moving away from individual member 

states’ bans on biotech cultivation by invoking clauses 

that claim threats to human safety. In recent years, six 

member states, including France and Germany, banned 

the cultivation of biotech maize.

In July 2010, however, the European Commission (EC) 

announced that it planned to give individual member 

states greater freedom to grow or ban biotech crops. 
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continued on page 2

The decision was widely  

perceived as a move to break  

the political gridlock on  

biotech crops. However,  

it left both supporters and  

detractors decrying the  

decision, which could allow  

patchwork acceptance with  

countries that support biotech  

moving forward with approvals  

and anti-biotech countries  

seeking to uphold their bans.

“Experience with GMO’s so far shows that member states 

need more flexibility to organise the coexistence of 

genetically modified and other types of crops,” said Dalli.

EuropaBio, many other value chain stakeholders, 

regulators, and national and EU-level political leaders, 

are deeply concerned about the policy, noting it would 

Commissioner 
John Dalli
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damage future choices for farmers and consumers by 

advocating an ideologically-based decision-making 

process that is not based on scientific evidence. It would 

also undermine the scientific basis and credibility of the 

European Food Safety Authority’s assessments.

On average, a European Food Safety Authority 
application for food and feed approval takes  
46 months from submission to final authorisation.

The proposals could mean that biotech acceptance 

across Europe will continue in a holding pattern. Even 

countries that support biotech crops remain wary of 

approving technologies that may not meet acceptance 

in many European markets. It also creates a growing 

challenge for the EU import markets as they face a world 

supply driven by exporting nations such as Brazil that 

increasingly produce a higher percentage of biotech crops.

 Click here to learn more. n

Spotlight on the European Union continued from page 1

BiotEch groWth in thE EuropEan union

country rank in global area  
of Biotech crops (2009)

area in 2009 
(hectares)

area in 2008 
(hectares)

change from 
2008 Biotech crops

Spain #14 76,057 79,269 -4% Maize

Czech Republic #19 6,480 8,380 -23% Maize

Portugal #20 5,094 4,851 +5% Maize

Romania #21 3,244 9,000 -64% Maize

Poland #22 3,000 3,000 0% Maize

Slovakia #25 875 1,900 -54% Maize

Germany 0 3,173 -100% Maize

total 109,573 -13.5%

aWaiting authorisation
approvEd:
•	 34	biotech	crop	products	have	been	approved	

in the EU for import including six cotton,  
21 maize, three oilseed rape, three soybean 
and one sugar beet.

•	 Two	biotech	products	approved	for	cultivation	
– MON810 maize (1998) and the Amflora 
potato (2010).

aWaiting authorisation:
•	 65	biotech	products	awaiting	authorisation	

including: 45 products for food and feed, 
import and processing; and 20 products for 
cultivation.

analysis EvEnts:
•	 64	biotech	products	awaiting	authorisation	

including: 12 renewals; 26 stacked events;  
16 double stacks; seven triple stacks; and 
three quadruple stacked events.

http://www.europabio.org/positions/GBE/EuropaBio statement on DG SANCO Proposal.pdf
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Growing support for 
biotech crops
The EU proceeds cautiously on plant biotech and keeps 
referring to the precautionary principle, despite a mountain 
of scientific evidence and support. In December 2010, 
the European Commission published a compendium  
of research that provides even more proof of the safety 
of biotech crops.

The compendium, “A decade of EU-funded GMO 
research”, describes how more than 500 independent 
research groups have conducted 130 EU-funded research 
projects on biotech crops over the past 25 years, spending 
a total of 300 million Euros. The Commission noted that 

“according to the projects’ results, there is, as of today, 
no scientific evidence associating GMOs with higher 
risks for the environment or for food and feed safety than 
conventional plants and organisms.”

The report was also greeted with favourable support 
from John Dalli, European Commissioner for Health 
and Consumer Policy. “In the GMO field, responsible 
innovation leading to products with clear perceived 
benefits for the consumer and society would certainly 
make a difference,” he said.

 Click here to learn more. n

Amflora potato 
approved after 13 years
The European Commission’s (EC) approval of BASF’s 
Amflora potato in March 2010 marked a significant 
milestone for biotech crops in the European Union. 
After MON810 maize, Amflora is only the second biotech 
crop to be granted approval for cultivation in Europe. 
The approval took 13 years and marks the first time that 
the EC has approved any biotech cultivation since an 
unofficial moratorium was enacted 12 years ago.

While the potato is not for human consumption –  
it produces improved starch used primarily in the 
manufacturing of paper and paper coatings – it does 
provide hope for further approvals of biotech crops. In 
discussing the approval, EU Health and Consumer 
Policy Commissioner John Dalli noted the decision was 
based on “sound science” and represents a policy of 

“responsible innovation.”

Amflora is also the first biotech crop to be authorised 
under the European Directive for the deliberate release 
into the environment of genetically modified organisms, 
Dir 2001/18/EC, which came into force 10 years ago. n

 Click here to learn more. n

survEy on Food-rElatEd risks

The	release	of	the	EC	research	compendium	
came shortly after the publication of the 2010 
Eurobarometer poll on food-related risks, which 
revealed that only eight percent of those surveyed 
spontaneously identified biotech crops as a 
“possible problem or risk associated with food 
and eating” (unchanged from the previous 2005 
survey). However, when prompted, 66% indicated 
they are fairly or very worried about “GMOs 
found in food or drinks” (up from 62% in 2005).

Further, 73 percent of respondents noted  
they are confident in scientists as a source of 
information on food risks (up from 30 percent  
in 2005).

 click here to learn more.

Perspectives  
from the Field
Fourth generation Portuguese farmer Gabriela Cruz is a 
committed champion for biotech crops. She makes a point 
to speak at conferences worldwide because she believes 
farmers need this technology. 

In a country prone to soil loss, Cruz employs no-till and 
reduced-till farming methods that have helped her to cut 
erosion on her farm by as much as 70 percent, improve soil 
fertility and cultivate biotech corn resistant to the 
European corn borer. In addition, Cruz says farmers need 
biotech crops that are resistant to herbicides to allow 
them to further protect the soil. Without  
this technology, Cruz must till the  
soil or continue to employ workers  
to weed crops, neither of which she  
believes is sustainable. “Biotech  
crops are the way to keep farmers  
on the land,” she says.

 To learn more, read about  
Cruz’s 2010 Kleckner Trade  
and Technology Advancement  
Award, view her profile and  
watch her interview. n

http://ec.europa.eu/research/biosociety/pdf/a_decade_of_eu-funded_gmo_research.pdf
http://fundacion-antama.org/wp-content/uploads/2010/03/2009.10.29.Amflora_Starch_Facts.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/riskcommunication/riskperception.htm
http://www.truthabouttrade.org/blog/22-blog/16790-2010-kleckner-trade-and-technology-advancement-award#
http://www.truthabouttrade.org/blog/22-blog/16790-2010-kleckner-trade-and-technology-advancement-award#
http://www.truthabouttrade.org/blog/22-blog/16790-2010-kleckner-trade-and-technology-advancement-award#
http://www.croplifeasia.org/ref_library/croplifeAsia/Farmer-Biotech-Portugal.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/europabio#p/u/15/X7xndRhQ01s
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“EuropE nEEds BiotEch”  
say gloBal FarmErs

In October 2010, EuropaBio brought six farmers from 

around the world to Brussels, London and Paris to share 

their experiences with European leaders of how agri-

cultural biotechnology has improved their food, lifestyles 

and economic security. Farmers from around the globe 

– including Brazil, Burkina Faso, China, the Philippines 

and Uganda – were joined by international experts in 

describing how biotech crops have produced higher yields 

reduced pests, increased profits and improved lifestyles 

for farmers in countries adopting the technology.

One-on-one meetings and an open parliamentary-style 

debate engaged European leaders in discussions with 

the farmers and experts, who shared their experiences 

with biotech crops and the important role government 

policy plays in allowing the technology to benefit farmers, 

consumers and the environment. “I’m surprised that 

European farmers can’t take advantage of [biotech] 

crops,” commented Filipino biotech corn farmer Rosalie 

Ellasus. “The safety and benefits of this technology have 

been proven, and we need as many solutions as possible 

to help feed a growing population and improve farmers’ 

economic situations.”

 To learn more, view the Sustainable Solutions  

for Food Security Event Report and video.

Acceptance Programs at Work

Farmers Erostos Njuki of Uganda  
(foreground) and Zu Maotang of China  

(background) at the Brussels event.

“choicE For EuropE” WEBsitE spEaks 
up For BiotEch

Seeking to have a stronger impact in shaping the future of 

EU biotechnology policy, EuropaBio has launched a new 

“Choice for Europe” website to consolidate pro-

biotech efforts. The goal is to provide information and 

perspectives that will allow citizens to make an informed 

choice in the supermarket or when discussing biotech at 

the dinner table.

Euroscience, a research-based organisation that aims  

to strengthen links between science and society, 

highlighted the “Choice for Europe” web site in an 

interview with Carel du Marchie Sarvaas, EuropaBio’s 

Green Biotechnology Director. He commented, “We do 

want Europe to be as competitive as possible. We would 

also like to see more innovative products available on 

the market in Europe following the existing approval 

process.” EuropaBio believes that its online engagement 

will play an important role in winning the hearts and 

minds of EU citizens, whose opinions on biotech 

influence local and national policy.

 Click here to learn more.

promoting rEsponsiBlE innovation

In December 2010, EuropaBio brought together a broad 

range of regulators, industry leaders, stakeholders, 

industry representatives and journalists to share 

perspectives on biotechnology’s role in EU innovation. 

The event featured an address by EU Commissioner for 

Health and Consumer Policy John Dalli on agriculture 

innovation, farmer presentations and the launch of a 

new brochure on the benefits of biotech crops.

In a video address, specially prepared for the event, 

European Commission President José Manuel Barroso 

underlined that “Europe needs an innovative R&D oriented 

and responsible biotech industry” as it offers concrete 

solutions to many of society’s challenges, provides high 

quality employment and drives economic growth.

 To learn more, view the new “GM Benefits 

Factsheet” and listen to Barroso’s speech. n

Brussels, December 2010 (left to right): Robert Johnstone, Andrea Rappagliosi 
(Chairman, EuropaBio), Commissioner Dalli, Sandra E. Peterson of Bayer CropScience, 
Maria Gabriela Cruz and Nathalie Moll (Secretary General, EuropaBio).

http://www.europabio.org/positions/GBE/Food-security-event-report-26oct2010.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JG-8AGw7ABs
http://www.choiceforeurope.com/en/
http://euroscientist.com/2010/10/biotechs-speak-up-on-gm-crops/
http://www.europabio.org/positions/GBE/2010-GMO-Benefits-factsheet.pdf
http://www.europabio.org/positions/GBE/2010-GMO-Benefits-factsheet.pdf
http://www.europabio.org/b-e-p-dfjieap245133s/info-index.htm#10decfinal

